cardiologist, you will be familiar with my condition and may be able to advise or have contacts who are able to assist in either advising of the material used and/or may have had some experience dealing with arrhythmia in TGA patients and/or locating and obtaining the notes of my heart surgery (I know that it is a long shot but am hopeful that the hospital may have it in their archives). I will be most grateful if you could help me".
I immediately contacted my pediatric electrophysiologist here, Dr Frank Cecchin, who promptly provided advice, and also mentioned he knows pretty much all the paediatric electrophysiologists in Australia. "Can I find out who is doing the procedure?", he asked. In other words, how can he help? I also contacted Dr James Kirklin at University of Alabama at Birmingham, Dr John Kirklin's accomplished son and current Chief of Cardiothoracic Surgery. Dr Kirklin graciously replied within a few hours. Unbelievably, one of his staff unearthed the original operative report and sent along a scanned copy -all in the same day! Within a half day of "B's" original e-mail, I was able to send him the information he needed, and have help at the ready as he continues to struggle with the longterm sequelae of his Mustard palliation.
Ours is indeed a tight-knit global community with a long, rich history of caring for some of the sickest young patients anywhere. Dr Helen Taussig, who nurtured her international relationships in a global network, would have been proud. 1 From both a professional and personal standpoint, I could not ask for a more special community of colleagues and friends.
Thank you all.
